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fleet and landing forces, Nicholson's soldiers retraced
their steps without having fired a single shot. Again
New France had escaped.

In Europe the war was reaching its conclusion.
France had succeeded in more than containing the
allies; at the price of an heroic effort she had won
enough victories over the Austrians to force the allies
at Utrecht to respect the integrity of her frontiers and
to recognize Louis XIV's first conquests. Someone,
however, had to pay the expenses of the war. On the
continent it was the Spain of Philip V which was de-
spoiled of all its non-Spanish provinces. In America it
was the French Empire.

For the Citv of London the war which had just
finished had been an economic war, a war of merchants.
The Treaty of Utrecht was the archstone of their
triumph. From Hudson Bay to Florida the facade of
North America was henceforth English. Moreover, as
masters of Acadia (with the exception of He Royale)
the English commanded the entrance to the St.
Lawrence, from the island of Newfoundland where the
French now retained only fishing rights. The English
had the monopoly of fishing; they had, too, the
monopoly of the beaver trade, for Hudson Bay was
returned to them.

How much longer could New France exist, thus
encircled? A wise spectator and recorder of events,
the King's Writer, Robert Challes, did not believe that
the truce would last long: "God grant that I am a poor
prophet but I foresee that Quebec and Canada will
soon be in the hands of the English." The same Robert
Challes, who had been a witness of the naval disaster
of La Hougue, went so far as to claim that it would